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absorption /ob'so:p[n/ nthe process of a
liquid, gas, or other substance being taken in
accuracy /'@kjorasi/ nthe ability to do
something skilfully without making
mistakes

acne /'xkni/ n a skin condition, mainly
affecting young people, that produces
many spots on the face

amniotic fluid / @mniotik 'flu:id/ nthe
liquid that surrounds a baby inside the
mother's womb (= the organ in women in
which babies develop before they are born)
amputation / @mpju'tern/ nthe removal
of an arm, leg, etc. by cutting it off in an
operation

angina /@n'dzamo/ n severe pain in the
chest caused by a low supply of blood to
the heart

antibody /'®ntibndi/ n a protein produced
in the body to fight disease

anus /'emoas/ nthe openingin a person’s
bottom through which solid waste leaves
the body

apathetic / @po'Oetik/ adj without energy
and showing no interest or enthusiasm
asepsis /e1'sepsis/ nthe absence of
bacteria, viruses, and other organisms that
could cause disease

assess /o'ses/ vto make a judgement
about a patient’s physical or mental health
atria /'ertrio/ n the two upper spaces in
the heart, used in the first stage of sending
the blood around the body

atypical / e1'tipikl/ adj not typical or usual
auditory /'0:dotri/ adj connected with
hearing

auscultation / o:skol'ter|n/ nthe process
of listening, usually with a stethoscope, to
sounds inside the body

authorization / o:0arar'zei|n/ n official
permission

balance /'bxlons/ nthe ability to keep
steady with an equal amount of weight on
each side of the body

beta blockers /'bi:ta  blpkoz/ ndrugs used
to control heart rhythm and blood pressure
bilaterally / bar'lzetorsli/ adv on both sides
bile duct /'bail dakt/ natube inthe body
that carries bile (= a greenish brown liquid
that helps digestion of fat)

biopsy /'barppsi/ nthe removal and
examination of tissue from a patient’s body,
in order to find out more about their disease
birth plan /'b3:6 plen/ na document
written by a woman who is going to give
birth, describing what kind of medical
treatment she wants

bladder /'bleeda(r)/ nan organ like a bag
in which liquid waste (= urine) collects
before it is passed out of the body
bloodshot /'blad |t/ adj (of eyes) with the
part that is usually white full of red lines
because of lack of sleep, etc.

blunt /blant/ adj (used about an injury)
caused by an object without a sharp edge
or point, for example blunt head trauma
blurred vision / blz:d 'vizn/ nthe inability
to see clearly

breathlessness /'bre6losnos/ n difficulty in
breathing

breech /bri:t|/ adj used to describe a birth
in which the baby's bottom or feet come
out of the mother first

build up /bild 'Ap/ vto form or develop
Caesarean /si'zearion/ n an operation

in which an opening is cut in a woman’s
abdomen (= the part of the body below the
chest) in order to take out a baby
cancellation / kensa'lern/ nan
appointment, a meeting, etc. that has been
arranged but will now not happen
carcinogen /ka:'smodzon/ n a substance
that can cause cancer
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carrier /'keerio(r)/ na person or animal
that carries a disease and is able to infect
others but does not have any symptoms of
the disease

casualty /'kaezuoslti/ na person whois
injured or killed in an accident

catheter /'ka61to(r)/ n athin tube that

is put into the body, usually in order to
remove liquids such as urine

cerebral /'serobral/ adj relating to the brain
chemotherapy / ki:moo'Oerapi/ nthe
treatment of disease, especially cancer,
with the use of chemical substances
clinical trial /'klmikl traml/ nthe process
of testing a new drug on humans

collapse /ko'leps/ vto fall down because
you are very ill, often becoming unconscious
colon /'kauvlan/ nthe main part of the
large intestine, which absorbs water from
waste that passes through it
colour-blindness /'kalo blaindnas/ n the
inability to see the difference between
colours such as red and green

commit suicide /ko mit 'su:tsaid/ vto
deliberately kill yourself

complaint /kom'plemt/ n a medical
problem or symptom

complex /'kpmpleks/ adj complicated and
difficult

complications / komplr'ker[nz/ n new
problems that make treatment of an illness
more complicated and difficult
compulsory /kom'palsori/ adj used about
something that must be done because of a
law or arule

congestive heart failure /kon dzestiv

'ha:t feilja(r)/ n a serious condition in
which the heart is unable to pump enough
blood to the body

consent /kon'sent/ n permission to do
something

contagious /kon'terdzos/ adj (used about
a disease) spread through physical contact
contractions /kon'traek|nz/ nsudden
tightening movements of the muscles
around a woman's womb when she is
giving birth

contraindication / kontro,mdr'keifn/ n

a possible reason for not giving someone a
particular drug or medical treatment
conventional surgery /kon'ven[onl
s3:dzari/ n operations in which a patient's
body is cut open using the standard
techniques and equipment

cranial /'kremisl/ adj relating to the bone
structure that surrounds and protects the
brain ( = the cranium)

creativity / krizer'tivoti/ n the ability and
the imagination to create new things

critical /'kritikl/ adj (used in triage)
extremely serious, needing to be dealt with
immediately

crusty /'krasti/ adj (used about the skin)
having a hard outer layer

cutaneous /kju'temios/ adj connected
with the skin

defecation / defo'ker|n/ nthe process of
getting rid of solid waste from the body
through the anus

delayed /di'leid/ adj happening or arriving
later than planned

depth perception /'dep6 pa sepn/ nthe
ability to judge distances in space using
your sense of vision

detect /d1'tekt/ vto discover or notice
something

dialysis / dar'zlosis/ n a process for taking
waste substances out of the blood of
people with damaged kidneys

diastole /dai'@stoli/ n the stage of the
heartbeat when the heart muscle relaxes
and the heart fills with blood

dietary /'daiotori/ adj concerning the food
that you eat and drink regularly

dilated /dai'leitid/ adj widened; opened
discharge /'dist[a:d3/ na thick substance
that comes out from a part of the body,
such as an infected eye

discomfort /dis'kamfot/ n a feeling

of slight pain or of being physically
uncomfortable

disfigurement /dis'figomont/ n damage
to a person’s physical appearance
disregard / disr1'ga:d/ nlack of
consideration for other people

DNA / di: en 'er/ n deoxyribonucleic acid
(= the chemical in cells that carries genetic
information)

donor /'davna(r)/ na person who gives a
part of their body (when alive or dead) to
be used in medical treatment

dosage /'dousidz/ nthe amount of a
medicine that should be taken
double-booked / dabl 'bukt/ adj (used
about an appointment, slot, etc.) promised
to two different people by mistake

drain /drem/ vto make liquid flow away
from something

dwell /dwel/ v (used about the liquid in
dialysis) to remain in the patient’s body
electrode /1'lektrood/ n one of several
electrical devices that are placed on a
patient’s body to measure electrical activity,
for example when examining the heart
eligibility / elidzo'biloti/ n the ability to
have or to do something because you are
the right age, sex, etc.

elimination /1 limi'nein/ nthe removal of
waste products from the blood

embolism /'embalizom/ n a condition in
which a blood clot or an air bubble blocks
an artery

embryo /'embrioo/ nahuman eggin the
first eight weeks of development

enema /'enamo/ n a procedure in which
liquid is put into the body through the
anus in order to clean out the intestine
epidemic / epr'demik/ n a situation in
which a serious disease spreads very
quickly and infects many people in a
particular community

epidural / ep1'djooral/ naninjection into
the lower part of the back so that no pain
is felt below the waist

ethical /'c01kl/ adj connected with
principles about what is right and wrong
exertion /1g'z3:{n/ n physical or mental
effort

eyesight /'aisait/ nthe ability to see
familiar /fo'milio(r)/ adj (used about a job,
task, etc.) well known to you; not unusual
feverish /'fi:vor1|/ adj suffering from a fever
first come, first served / f3:st 'kam

f3:st 's3:vd/ adj used to describe a system
in which people are dealt with strictly in
the order in which they arrive

flaky /'flerki/ adj (used about the skin)
coming off in small, thin pieces

flash on and off / flee| pn ond

'pf/ v (used about a light on a machine) to
shine and then stop shining repeatedly as
a signal that something is happening
flatulence /'fltjolons/ n gas produced

in your body when digesting food and
released through the mouth or anus
foetus /'{i:tos/ nan unborn baby more
than eight weeks after fertilization
follow-up /'fplov Ap/ adj (used about a
meeting with a doctor) taking place after
an operation in order to check on the
condition of the patient

full-blown / fol 'bloon/ adj having all the
characteristics of a disease

go off /gou 'nf/ v (used about an alarm) to
start ringing or making a noise

grave /grerv/ adj (used about a person’s
medical condition) very serious, requiring
intensive care

haematoma / hi:ma'touma/ n a solid
swelling, consisting of blood that has
become thick

haemorrhage /'hemorids/ vto lose

blood heavily from a broken blood vessel,
especially from an injury inside the body
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hallucination /ho lu:si'ner|n/ nthe
experience of seeing or hearing something
that is not really there; the object seen or
heard in this way

halo /'hetlav/ na circle of light, seen
around bright objects

harmful /"ha:mfl/ adj causing injurytoa
person's health or state of mind

heart murmurs /'ha:t ms:moz/ nsounds
made by the heart that are not normal
hernia /'h3:nia/ n a condition in which
part of an organ is pushed through a weak
part of a wall inside the body

hygiene /'haid3zi:n/ n the practice of
keeping things clean in order to prevent
illness and disease

impairment /im'peomont/ nthe state

of having a physical or mental condition
which means that part of your body or
brain does not work correctly

incision /1n's13n/ n a cut made during an
operation

incurable /in'kjuarabl/ adj (used about an
iliness or disease) not able to be cured
induce /m'dju:s/ v to deliberately make a
woman start to give birth by giving her drugs
inflamed /in'fletmd/ adj (used about a
part of the body) red and sore because of
infection or injury

ingestion /m'd3zest[on/ n the act of taking
food, etc. into your body, usually by swallowing
initial /1'n1[1/ adj happening at the
beginning; first

inoculation /1 nokju'lerfn/ nthe process
of protecting a person against a particular
disease by injecting them with a vaccine
(= a mild form of the disease)

intelligence /i 'telidzons/ n the ability to
learn, understand, and think about things
intention /m'ten|n/ n what you plan or
aim to do

intracranial / intra'kremiol/ occurring
inside the skull

intravenous / mtra'vi:nas/ adj (used about
drugs, an injection, etc.) going into a vein
invasion /in'verzn/ nthe movement of a
disease from one cell or area of the body to
another

isolation / arsa'ler|n/ n the separation of
a patient with an infectious disease from
other patients

judgement /'dzadzmant/ nthe ability

to make sensible decisions after carefully
considering the best thing to do

keyhole surgery /'ki:hool s3:d3zri/ n
operations in which only very small cuts
are made in the patient's body

load up /loud 'Ap/ vtofill a machine with
something so that it is ready to use

loneliness /'laonlinas/ n a feeling of
unhappiness because you have no friends
or people to talk to

long-sightedness / Ipy 'saitidnos/ nthe
inability to see things clearly if they are
close to you

lymph nodes /'limf noodz/ n small organs
that prevent harmful substances from
entering the blood and which produce
white blood cells

malfunction / mal'fank|n/ n (used about
a machine or piece of equipment) a failure
to work correctly

malignant /mo'lignant/ adj (used to
describe cancer) able to spread to other
parts of the body

metastasis /mi'testosis/ nthe spread of
cancer to new areas of the body through
the lymphatic or blood system
metastasized /mi'testosaizd/ adj (used
about cancer) having already spread to
other areas of the body

miscarriage /'miskeeridz/ n giving birth to
a baby before it is fully developed so that it
is not able to survive

moisturizing cream /'moist [oraiziy
krizm/ nacream that is used to make the
skin less dry

morbid /'mo:bid/ adj not healthy; diseased
motor response /'mouto r1spons/ the
ability of the patient to respond to a
command by moving part of the body
mucous membrane /'mju:kos

membrem/ n a thin layer of skin that
covers the inside of the mouth, nose,
intestines, etc. and which produces mucus
(= a thick liquid)

myocardial infarction /maroo ka:diol
m'fa:k|n/ nthe death of an area of heart
muscle, caused by a block in its blood supply
nephrology /ne'frnlad3i/ nthe area of
medicine concerned with the kidneys
obsession /ob'se|n/ n a state in which

a person continuously thinks about one
particular thing or person in a way that is
not normal

ocular /'pkjolo(r)/ adj relating to the eyes
oedema /1'di:ma/ n a condition in which
liquid collects in the spaces inside the body
and makes it swell

oesophagus /i'spfagas/ n the tube in the
body through which food passes from the
mouth to the stomach

optimum /'pptrmom/ adj the best
possible; producing the best results

oral /'o:ral/ adj relating to the mouth
organ /'0:gon/ n a part of the body that
has a particular purpose, such as the heart
or lungs

out-of-hours / avt ov 'avaz/ adj (used
about a service, an appointment, etc.) not
taking place during normal working hours
pacemaker /'persmeika(r)/ n an electronic
device that is put inside a person's body to
help their heart beat regularly
palpitations / pxlp1'tei[nz/ na physical
condition in which your heart beats
unusually fast

pancreas /'penkrias/ nan organ near the
stomach that produces a liquid that helps
the body to digest food

pandemic /pen'demik/ n a disease that
spreads over a whole country or the whole
world

paranoia / pxro'noio/ na mental
condition in which a person wrongly
believes that other people want to harm
them, or that they are an extremely
important person, etc.

participant /pa:'tisipant/ n a person who
is taking part in an experiment, a test, etc.
perception /pa'sep|n/ nthe way you
notice things, especially with the senses
peritoneal / perita'nial/ adj of the
membrane (= very thin layer of tissue)

on the inside of the area below the chest,
covering the stomach and other organs
persistent /po'sistont/ adj continuing

to do the same thing or to behave in the
same way

phobia /'faubio/ nan extreme and
unreasonable fear of something

placenta /pla‘sento/ ntheorganina
mother’s body that feeds and protects a
baby before it is born

plague /pleig/ nany infectious disease
that kills a lot of people

post-operative /'paust pparativ/

adj connected with the period after an
operation

postponed /po'spoond/ adj (used about
an appointment, etc.) arranged to take
place at a later time or date

precision /pri'sizn/ nthe quality of being
exact and precise, for example a precision
instrument

presentation / prezn'ter[n/ n the position
of a baby in the mother's body just before
birth

presenting symptoms /pri'zentin
simptomz/ n the symptoms that cause a
patient to go to a doctor for help
prognosis /prog 'naosis/ n a prediction,
based on medical evidence, of the likely
development of anillness

prophylaxis / profi'leeksis/ n action taken
to prevent disease

pulmonary veins /'palmonari vemz/ n
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veins that carry blood containing oxygen
from the lungs to the heart

pupil response /'pju:pl r1,spons/ nthe
reaction of the pupil (= the small round
black area at the centre of the eye) to
bright light

pus /pas/ n a thick yellow or green liquid
that is produced in an infected wound
radiotherapy / reidioo'Oeropi/ nthe
treatment of cancer or other disease using
radiation

ramp /remp/ n aslope that can be
moved, used when putting a patient in an
ambulance

ratio /'re1fiov/ n the relationship between
two quantities, represented by two
numbers that show how much larger one
quantity is than the other

re-evaluate / ri:i'veljuert/ vto form a new
opinion of the amount, value, or quality of
something after thinking about it again
referral /r1'{3:10l/ n sending a patient who
needs special help to see an expert in that
area of medicine

regime /rer'zi:m/ n a course of medical
treatment that you follow in order to
improve your health

rejection /r1'dzekn/ nthe process after

a transplant in which the body does not
accept the new organ and starts to attack it
remission /r1'mi|n/ n a period during
which an illness temporarily improves and
the patient seems to get better

reveal /r1'vi:l/ vto show something that
was previously hidden

rinse off /'rins pf/ vto remove soap, etc.
from your skin by washing it with water
round-the-clock / raond 6o 'klpk/ adjall
day; twenty-four hour

runout / ran 'aot/ vto use up or finish a
supply of something

rupture /'raptfo(r)/ nthe tearing or
bursting apart of an organ, for example the
amniotic sac during childbirth

salivary glands /sa'latveri glenz/ n small
organs that produce a liquid in your mouth
that helps you to swallow food

scaly /'skeili/ adj (used about the skin) hard
and dry, with small pieces that come off
scarring /'ska:ri/ n marks that are left on
the skin after it has healed

schizophrenia / skitso'fri:nio/ na

serious mental illness in which a person’s
thoughts, feelings, and behaviour are not
connected with reality

score /sko:(r)/ nthe number of points
that someone gets in a particular scale of
measurement

screen /skri:n/ vto examine a person to
find out if they have a particular iliness
secretion /s1'kri:/n/ nthe production of
liquid substances by parts of the body
sedate /s1'dert/ vto give a patient drugs so
that they sleep or become more calm
self-harm /self 'ha:m/ nthe act of
deliberately injuring yourself, for example
by cutting yourself, as a result of having
emotional or mental problems
semi-urgent /'semi 3:dzont/ adj (used in
triage) not likely to die, needing to be dealt
with within one hour

senile /'si:nail/ adj connected with old age
sensitivity / sensa'tivati/ n the quality

of having an unusually strong physical
reaction to something

sensory /'sensori/ adj connected with the
physical senses

short-sightedness / [o:t 'sartidnos/ n the
inability to see things clearly if they are far
away from you

shut down /At 'daon/ v (used about

a machine) to stop or switch off
automatically

significant /sig'niftkont/ adj large or
important enough to have an effect or to
be noticed

site /sait/ na place or location

skin graft /'skin gra:ft/ nan operation in
which healthy skin is taken from one part
of the body and placed over another area
that has been burned or damaged

slot /slpt/ n a period of time in a schedule,
for example when a patient can arrange to
meet a doctor

soluble /'spljobl/ adj able to dissolve in a
liquid

stable /'stetbl/ adj (used about a person’s
medical condition) not becoming worse;
under control

staging /'sterdziy/ n a system used to
judge how far a cancer has developed; a
diagnosis based on this system
stethoscope /'stefoskoop/ nan
instrument used to listen to a person’s
heart and breathing

stool /stu:l/ n a piece of solid waste from a
person’s body

stress /stres/ n pressure or worry caused
by work, emotional problems, etc.

success rate /sok'ses reit/ nthe number
of people who are cured by a particular
treatment, used to judge if it is an effective
cure

successive /sok'sesrv/ adj (used about
appointments, etc.) following one after the
other; future, subsequent

survivable /so'varvobl/ adj (used about an
injury, iliness, etc.) able to be survived
synthetic /sin'Oetik/ adj made by
combining chemicals rather than produced
naturally; artificial

tendency /'tendonsi/ n if someone has a
particular tendency, they often behave or
act in that particular way

terminal /'ta:minl/ adj (used about an
illness) not able to be cured and leading to
death

tolerance /'tplarans/ nthe inability to
receive any benefit from a particular
medicine because your body has become
used to it

topical cream /'topikl krizm/ n cream that
is applied to a localized part of the body
and is used to treat certain skin conditions,
such as eczema

transmission /treens'mifn/ nthe act or
process of passing a disease from one
person to another

transplant /'trenspla:nt / na medical
operation in which a damaged organ is
replaced with one taken from another person
turninto /t3:n 'mtu/ vto change into; to
become

uterine /'ju:toramn/ adj relating to the
uterus (= the organ in women in which
babies develop)

vacant /'verkont/ adj (used about a slot)
available; not taken

venous /'vi:nos/ adj relating to veins
ventricles /'ventriklz/ nthe two lower
spaces in the heart that pump blood to the
lungs or around the body

vision /'vizn/ nthe ability to see

visual acuity / vizual o'kju:ati/ nthe
ability to see clearly

visual field / vizuol 'fi:2ld/ n the total area
that you can see without moving your head
waters /'wo:toz/ n the liquid inside a
woman’s body that breaks (= passes out of
her) just before the baby is born
withdrawal /w10'dro:al/ n behaviour in
which a person wants to be alone and
shows no interest in other people or things
witness /'witnos/ n a person who sees a
crime or an accident and is able to describe
what happened



